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Programme

• 16.00 Welcome to the National Government

• 16.15 Three talks from young policy officers

• 16.45 Tour through the building

• 17.30 End
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Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment
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Making the Netherlands 
competitive, accessible, liveable
and safe

- to improve quality of life, access and 
mobility in a clean, safe and 
sustainable environment. 

- to create an efficient network of 
roads, railways, waterways and 
airways, effective water management 
to protect against flooding, and 
improved air and water quality.
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Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment
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Melanie Schultz van Haegen-Maas Geesteranus 

Minister of Infrastructure and the Environment

Tasks: Road-Infrastructure, Maritime Affairs, 

Spatial Affairs, Water Management

Sharon Dijksma 

Minister for the Environment

Tasks: Environment, Aviation, Public Transport, 

Rail, KNMI



7 2 December  2013



Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport 
(DGB)
• development of the network quality of 

airways, waterways, railways, the road 
network, harbours and ports.

• safeguards their safe and sustainable use 
by travellers and the transport sector. 

• contributes to the economic and spatial 
development of the Netherlands. 

• addresses the acceleration of exploratory 
studies, traffic jam issues, the logistics 
top sector, the network quality of Dutch 
aviation and competitive transport by 
water. 
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Directorate-General for Spatial Development
and Water Affairs (DGRW)
• clusters the policy in the field of the design 

of the main spatial structure.

• keeping our delta safe, liveable, accessible 
and competitive, now and in the future. 

• links spatial developments and mobility on 
the basis of the Infrastructure and Spatial 
Planning vision. 

• responsible for the Multi-Year Investment 
Programme (MIRT). 

• focuses on the simplification of laws 
governing physical surroundings (Eenvoudig 
Beter [Simply Better]), the Delta 
Programme, the water top sector, subsoil 
policy and GEO information. 
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Directorate-General for the Environment and 
International Affairs (DGMI)
• healthy and safe living environment, taking 

account of the impact the NL has on 
environmental problems in other countries.

• policy issues: a sound environment, climate 
and sustainability. 

• Managing natural resources; efficient ways 
to cope with shortages and use 
environmental space.  

• supports developments among citizens and 
businesses.

• focuses on the chain approach in the waste 
sector, the living environment (discussion 
and management of risks) and tackling 
noise pollution.
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KIS: Knowledge, Innovation and Strategy
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Three talks from young policy officers



Who am I?

Shyreen Shaib, Den Haag

Bachelor: Architecture, planning and building sciences, TU 
Eindhoven

Masters: Urbanism, TU Delft

Sept 2016: central government trainee

- 1st period: Knowledge, Innovation and Strategy & Participation

- 2nd period: College van Rijksadviseurs

- 3rd period: Embassy of the Netherlands in Cairo, Egypt.



 college van 
rijksadviseurs



The ‘College van Rijksadviseurs’ is 
an independent advisory board for 

the (national) government. 
The advice on spatial quality is 
both solicited and unsolicited.



2008 
Liesbeth van der Pol | Rijksbouwmeester 
Ton Venhoeven | Rijksadviseur infrastructuur 
Yttje Feddes | Rijksadviseur landschap 
Wim Eggenkamp | Rijksadviseur cultureel erfgoed

2012 
Frits van Dongen | Rijksbouwmeester 
Rients Dijkstra | Rijksadviseur infrastructuur en stad 
Eric Luiten | Rijksadviseur landschap en water

2004 
Mels Crouwel | Rijksbouwmeester 
Jan Brouwer | Rijksadviseur infrastructuur en stad 
Drik Sijmons | Rijksadviseur landschap en water 
Fons Asselbergs | Rijksadviseur cultureel erfgoed

College van Rijksadviseurs





College van Rijksadviseurs

Shyreen ShaibRienke Groot

Tertius HanekampMike Emmerik Miriam RamRosa Stapel

Iris Thewessen Simone Huijbregts

Teun van den EndeStephan HermensElisabeth Floris Hester Anema



Clean Balance
Energy transition and space

Climate adaptation

Circular Economy

Public transport and urbanization

Future of the highways 

Healthy urbanization

Linking mobility and urbanization
Sustainable agriculture,  
Divers cultural landscape

Soil subsidence

Landscapes of national importance

Transition of the Cultural Landscape

The government as family business, steward or investor; 
with an integrated spatial long-term view on the Netherlands.

CRa work program 2017-2020



Much to say, but 
nothing to tell.





Posad, Fabric, HNS, SMV

WIND

ZON

Research through design and design competitions

social care city&highway energy&space



Policy advice

NOVI Nationale 
Omgevingsvisie

Omgevingswet

…

De opgaven voor de  
Nationale Omgevingsvisie



Hollands landschap (Willem Roelofs, 1883)



 
 
 
 
 
 

AtelierX  
Design based Research 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mirthe Janssen 
 
 

20 July 2017 



Mirthe Janssen, Rotterdam 
 
Architecture, TU Delft 
Urbanism (Delta Interventions) 

 
September 2016: Traineeship @ Rijkswaterstaat 
(Executive organization of the ministry) 

 
- 1th period: Transition sustainable living 

environment, Arnhem 
- 2th period: DGRW, AtelierX, climate and 

water in the build environment supported by 
design 

- 3th period: Rotterdam region, A4 + 
Water&Nature projects.   starts sept. 2017 

Who am I? 



AtelierX & ARO:  highlight the added value of spatial design 

ARO = Action Programme of Spatial Design in the Netherlands  

(physical domain) [Actieagenda Ruimtelijke Ontwerp] 

 

• Governmental investment in spatial design 

• Programme of 4 years: 2017-2020 

• Budget of 4 millions a year 

• Purpose = use of design in projects to ensure: 

 - a good process 

 - a broad support 

 - and high quality results 

 

 Consists out of 10 components of which one = AtelierX  



ARO:  website www.samenwerkenaanontwerpkracht.nl 



Purpose of the ARO 

‘The strength of design lies in a good collaboration between designers 
and clients. We want to strengthen that design force. To this end we not 
only formulate a vision, but we also offer a ten-component program that 
supports the application of design in projects and tasks’’. 



Who are involved? 

Network of 10 Lead 
Partners 
 
Most of them are (semi) 
governmental institutions 

AtelierX 



AtelierX since january 2017  
it previously consisted out of: 

+ 



AtelierX = design team of the ministry 
 
Supports other teams solving issues in build environment by using 
design-based-research as a tool 

• Policy-relevant: joins policy agendas and strategic projects 

 

• Shows added value of design in final results +  

• Continue to develop methodology of design based research 

 

• Programmatic way of working: set and monitor goals, make 

coherent choices 

 



AtelierX, our tasks: 

1. Organize and conduct design based research: design & geo analysis 

 

2. Knowledge development / sharing: portfolio, methodology, network 

 

3. Advise: on design based research and good commissioning 

 

1 
2 
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AtelierX, 3 strategic agendas: 

 

 

• Energy & Circular Economy 

 

• Urbanization & Accessibility 

 

• Climate & Water 

 

+ 



AtelierX, 3 strategic agendas: 

 

 

• Energy & Circular Economy 

 

• Urbanization & Accessibility 

 

• Climate & Water 

 



AtelierX, Climate & Water 

To sketch different solutions for water safety tasks in relation to the 
environment with its spatial qualities and ambitions. Design based 
research is used to quickly outline possible solutions. 

 



Koos Wieriks, 24 Sep 2015 

AtelierX, Climate & Water 



Mirthe Janssen, July 20th 

Annually: 

 

Platform Event 12/12 

 

To show, share and talk about our projects and the 
current national issues related to climate, water and 
design of the landscape 



International Water 
Policy

Dax Boot

20 July 2017



Who am I?

Dax Boot, Amsterdam

Bachelor: Liberal Arts & Sciences at the Amsterdam University College

Masters: Physical Geography, Utrecht University 

Sept 2016: central government trainee

- 1st period: Water quality

- 2nd period: International water affairs

- 3rd period: Embassy of the Netherlands in Washington DC





International Water Ambition

• The Netherlands as a center of excellence

• A total approach to water safety and water security 

• Great local ability to achieve results

• Investigation  planning  implementation





Questions?



Building tour!




