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Intrigued to learn more about the coastal Dutch culture, I 
hopped on the train from Amsterdam to Den Haag Central 
Station. It is a beautiful day outside, perfect for exploring 
the only coastal city in the Netherlands. A new local friend 
recommends going to the Scheveningen Harbor, a interac-
tive and culturally vibrant space that has been evolving 
during the last 22 years. Fascinated by the space he de-
scribes, I take the canal’s water taxi that connects the city 
center with the harbour. Beautiful sceneries and communi-
ties are seen throughout my journey. However, I am not the 
only one enjoying this ride. Local families and tourists also 
take the water taxi to the harbour. A single mother with two 
children explains to me how the canal has served as a com-
munity nexus and has generated jobs and accessibility be-
tween the districts in Den Haag. She recommends going to 
the energetic fishery where I can buy fish in the market and 
enjoy anecdotes from the fishermen in the area. 

After we arrive to the harbor, the woman and children leave 
to the floating platforms of the fishery but I take an alter-
nate route. An interactive Heritage Path informs me of the 
stories of the Harbour, with just a scan code and the use of 
my phone. This path leads me to the fisherman’s market 
and let’s me admire the whole harbour area. After crossing 
the pedestrian bridges I admire the sea and the horizon. In 
the fisherman’s market I enjoy the whole atmosphere it has. 
Cultural activities, food and anecdotes fill my evening until it 
becomes dark and I leave to go home. Today was a wonder-
ful day. 

The Harbour Experience...



Introduction to the Site

Along the whole seashore, where Dutch people struggled against the inland waters to 
keep their territory suitable for human life, the harbour  of Scheveningen seems to be an 
exception. The high artificial dikes built on the seashore open in this point, letting the water 
come inside the city and welcoming a local harbour for cargo, reefer, fishing and sailing 
vessels.

This area has a strong potential to be attractive not only for local communities but also for 
tourists, by taking advantage of the existing services, the nearby beach and the local iden-
tity, particularly evoked by the fishing industry and the closed canal. However, it is a vul-
nerable place with a lack of direct connection from one port and the opposite shore and 

Moreover, because of the climate change Scheveningen needs to be rethought in a more 
resilient way, in order to cope with the rise of the sea-water level and of the rainfall. In the 
same time, sustainability seems to be the other key to improve social, environmental and 
economic aspects of this area and try to merge all these elements together.



Our Vision
In 22 years, Scheveningen will serve as the main coastal 
district of The Netherlands. Within the district, the Harbor will 
serve as an interactive and lively area with a variety of social 
and commercial opportunities concentrated around the fish 
industry. Oriented to be resilient and sustainable, the area will 
promote reliability and innovative means for everyone, tourists 
and residents, to enjoy the Dutch planning creation. 

Resilience
Have a long term vision of security for the citizens 
that reside and visit the area, as well the future 
development of the fishery. Both, projects and per-
sonnel, must be educated to continue this legacy. 

Identity 
Interventions will conserve and respect the Dutch 
culture at all times. The harbour will promote and 
encourage visitors to learn about their heritage by 
hosting a variety of activities in the focal areas.
 
Inclusiveness
The space will be transparent for anyone that wishes 
to participate on the development of the harbour. 

Sustainability 
The environmental, social and economic character-
istics will be monitored constantly to achieve bal-
ance and future opportunities in the area. 

Our Values SUSTAINABILITY RESILIENCY

IDENTITY INCLUSIVENESS

Accessibility

Water Management

Attractiveness

Environment

Economy

Social
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Our Strategy

How to reduce the walking 
distance between the fishery and 
the other ports without reducing 
the current accessibility of the 
boats in the harbour area?

How can we connect the the 
harbour with the rest of the city?

How can we cope with the sea 
level rise in the flooding risk areas 
near the attraction areas?

How can we enhance social & 
commercial activities,  preserving 
the identity of the area & heritage? 

Policies

ACCESSIBILITY

WATER MANAGEMENT

ATTRACTIVENESS

Do not place valuanerable objects or 
potencially hazardous materials on the 
ground floors near flooding risk areas.

2Manage car transit in designated evac-
uation routes.

3Promote cultural events at least one 
week each month.

4Advertise the presence & activities 
occuring in the fish market.

5Provide Water Taxi services via the 
canals of Den Haag. 

6The opening of the pedestrian bridges 
must be regulated during the day 
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Stakeholders

Ministry of Infrastructure 
and Water Management

Port Authority and 
Traffic Control Centre

Developers

Construction Companies

Local Communities

INTEREST

Ecologic Associations
Academic Institutions

Small Businesses
Citizens

Boat Owners and 
Associations

Fishermen

Land Owners

Women’s 
Organization

Dutch 
Cycling 

Embassy

Den Haag Hotels

Sport Companies Tourism Companies
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Timeline

How can we enhance 
social and commerical 
activities, preserving the 
identity of the area and its 
heritage?

How can we cope with the 
sea level rise in the flood-
ing risk areas near the 
attraction areas?

How can we connect the 
harbour with the rest of 
the city?

How can we reduce the 
walking distance between 
the fishery and the other 
ports, without blocking the 
accessibility of the boats 
in the harbour area?

2020 2025 2030 2035 2040

Policy 1

Design of the flooding risk 
areas

Re-opening of the canal

Construction of the 
bridge

Policy 5

Policy 6

Policy 2

Design of the fishery area
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Policy 4

Policy 3

Design of the cultural path



Proposed Masterplan 



The design of the new fishery is the trigger project in 
the agenda. The complex will be the heart of the har-
bour and consist of recreational areas and commerce. 
The design has three main areas, the Shops, the 
Wooden Deck Path and the Green Space.  

The main building will serve as the shopping area and 
will consist of restaurants, small businesses and a Sch-
eveningen Harbour Gallery. Meanwhile, visitors may  
share stories and interact with the fishermen in the 
installed wooden deck next to the building. 

Also, the Green Space has various purposes, it will pro-
mote recreational activities such as farmers markets, 
movie and game nights, and will serve as a small green 
lung in the industrially congested area. 

For safety matters, the first floor of the fishery complex 
will satisfy the first policy of the project, that states the 
following: “Do not place valuanerable objects or poten-
cially hazardous materials on the ground floors near 
flooding risk areas.” During a water level rise scenario 
this initiative will diminish any potential threats to the 
area. 

New Fishery Complex 
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Each visitor will be able to fulfill a Heritage adventure 
throughout the Scheveningen Harbour! By scanning a QR  
code, you will be redirected to a brief story or website of the 
Heritage. After arriving at the harbour via the Water Taxi, 
the visitor may choose between two routes that lead to the 
New Fishery Area and to the Water Taxi Station.  



The old canal route will be restored to serve as an alter-
nate option to access the Scheveningen Harbour. It will 
have Water Taxi Stations between the Den Haag Train Sta-
tion and the harbour. This direct route will fascilitate the 
accessibility for tourists and residents in the area by short-
ening the waiting time and promoting an unique passage 
through the canal. 

Concerning sea level rise, the canal will have barriers/levels 
for water management purposes. The vessels will pass a 
total of three different water levels until they arrive to their 
final destination. 

Re-opening of the canal
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The current walking time between the Scheveningen 
Harbour ports is 45 minutes. The installation of this 
bridge will shorten the walking distance between the 
first and second harbour area and encourage walkers to 
visit the New Fishery Complex and take the Interactive 
Heritage Quest.   

The Connecting Bridge



Thank You!


